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1 Opening meditation… 

Given gifts, AND given AS gifts 

 
God blesses His redeemed people, and then partners with them to bless the world through them 
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 
land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Ge 12:1–3)  
 
We partner with God in blessing the world when we actively use our gifts to bless others 
6  Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion 
to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his 
exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts 
of mercy, with cheerfulness. 
Romans 12:6-8 (ESV) 
 
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it says, 
 “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” … 11 And he gave the 
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12  to equip the saints for the work 
of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by 
every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the 
truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16  from whom the 
whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working 
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 
Eph 4:7-16 (ESV) 
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2 Living our identity in Christ  

2.1 The family of God 
We are born again into Father’s family, and have been given Father’s DNA / nature by His Word 
Eph 2:18-19  For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  (19)  So then you are 
no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household 
of God, 
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (1 
Pe 1:3–5)  
 
His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very 
great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 
from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. (2 Pe 1:3–5)  
 
1 Pe 1:22–24 - … you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the 
living and abiding word of God  
 
We are sons of the Father, brothers of Christ, siblings of the rest of God’s children 
Heb 2:10-18  For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to 
glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.  (11)  For he who sanctifies 
and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers,  
(12)  saying, "I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your 
praise."  (13)  And again, "I will put my trust in him." And again, "Behold, I and the children God has 
given me."  (14)  Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the 
same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,  
(15)  and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.  (16)  For surely it is 
not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham.  (17)  Therefore he had to be made like 
his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of 
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  (18)  For because he himself has suffered when 
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
 
We are made to be lovers of the family of God 
1Jn 3:13-18  Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you.  (14)  We know that we have 
passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death.  
(15)  Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life 
abiding in him.  (16)  By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brothers.  (17)  But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes 
his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him?  (18)  Little children, let us not love in word or 
talk but in deed and in truth. 
 
2Pe 1:5-7  For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, & virtue with 
knowledge, & knowledge with self-control, & self-control with steadfastness, & steadfastness with 
godliness, & godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 
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Step back for a second. God is CREATOR of the universe. Eternal. What does 
a son of God “look like” – how is the way their life looks different to the rest of the 
world in a world being corrupted, headed towards destruction, increasingly focused on 
“me” and “now”?  
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How do I live out my faith in this aspect of my identity IN CHRIST in the market 
place? How do I minister this aspect of Christ’s identity to other people in the market 
place? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When is it particularly HARD for you to manifest this reality in your life? What kind 
of circumstances and events trigger fleshly responses in you?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the lies that cause that behavior?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the truth?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
How will you respond differently in future?  
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2.2 The assembly of God 
 
God is establishing His kingdom on the earth 
Matt 6:9-13  - “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 10  Your kingdom come, your will be 
done,  on earth as it is in heaven.11  Give us this day our daily bread,  12 and forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 
We are the Assembly of God 
Heb 12:22-24  But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering,  (23)  and to the assembly of the firstborn who 
are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,  
(24)  and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better 
word than the blood of Abel. 
 
We are ministers of Christ’s authority on earth: 
Mat 18:18-20  Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  (19)  Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.  (20)  For where two or three  
 
Matt 28:16-20  - 16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came 
and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19  Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 
 
We are effective as we operate in the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
1Pe 4:10-11  As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 
grace:  (11)  whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by 
the strength that God supplies--in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

  
Step back for a second. Jesus Christ is LORD of the universe. What does His 
“governing assembly” “look like” – how is the way their life looks different to the rest of 
the world in a world ruled by human egos and agendas?  
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How do I live out my faith in this aspect of my identity IN CHRIST in the market 
place? How do I minister this aspect of Christ’s identity to other people in the market 
place? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When is it particularly HARD for you to manifest this reality in your life? What kind 
of circumstances and events trigger non-faith responses?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the lies that cause that behavior?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the truth?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
How will you respond differently in future?  
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2.3 The Body of Christ 
 
The body of Christ 
Eph 1:22-23  And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,  
(23)  which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
The instruments by which He works out His redemptive purposes, by our obedience 
Heb 10:5-7  Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, "Sacrifices and offerings you 
have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me;  (6)  in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have 
taken no pleasure.  (7)  Then I said, 'Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in 
the scroll of the book.'" 
 
The instruments by which the church grows 
Eph 4:15-16  Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, 
into Christ,  (16)  from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is 
equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 
 
Made to pursue and know and do God’s will, fulfilling our function in the Body  
Rom 12:1-2  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service.  (2)  And be not fashioned according 
to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, and ye may prove what is the good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
 
  

Step back for a second. What does the life of one who is part of the BODY OF 
CHRIST “look like”? How does it differ from a world mostly driven by individualistic 
self-determination?  
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How do I live out my faith in this aspect of my identity IN CHRIST in the market 
place? How do I minister this aspect of Christ’s identity to other people in the market 
place? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When is it particularly HARD for you to manifest this reality in your life? What kind 
of circumstances and events trigger non-faith responses?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the lies that cause that behavior?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the truth?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
How will you respond differently in future?  
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2.4 The Workmanship of God:  
 
We are God’s masterpiece 
Eph 2:8-10  for by grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God;  (9)  not of works, that no man should glory.  (10)  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God afore prepared that we should walk in them. 
 
We are made exactly as we should be 
Rom 9:20-21  But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, 
"Why have you made me like this?"  (21)  Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same 
lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use? 
 
As we yield and submit, we are further conformed to the image of Him who saved us: 
Isa 64:8  But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all 
the work of your hand.  
 
Created for specific works, which He prepared before hand 
Eph 2:8-10  for by grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God;  (9)  not of works, that no man should glory.  (10)  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God afore prepared that we should walk in them. 

Step back for a second. God is infinite in creativity and goodness and power. And you 
are HIS MASTERPIECE. What does the life of somebody who is God’s poema 
look like? How does it differ to the life of somebody who is always seeking outside 
affirmation, who lives in the fear of man, wondering what others think of them?  
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How do I live out my faith in this aspect of my identity IN CHRIST in the market 
place? How do I minister this aspect of Christ’s identity to other people in the market 
place? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When is it particularly HARD for you to manifest this reality in your life? What kind 
of circumstances and events trigger non-faith responses?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the lies that cause that behavior?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the truth?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
How will you respond differently in future?  
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2.5 The temple of God 
Eph 2:19-22  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God,  (20)  built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone,  (21)  in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord.  (22)  In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place 
for God by the Spirit. 
 
Made to be a Holy dwelling place for the Presence of God in this world 
1Co 6:19-20  Or know ye not that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye 
have from God? and ye are not your own;  (20)  for ye were bought with a price: glorify God therefore in 
your body. 2Co 7:1  Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.  
 
And also made to be builders of the temple of God! 
1Co 3:10-15  According to the grace of God which was given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder I laid a 
foundation; and another buildeth thereon. But let each man take heed how he buildeth thereon.  (11)  
For other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  (12)  But if any man 
buildeth on the foundation gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, stubble;  (13)  each man's work shall be 
made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it is revealed in fire; and the fire itself shall prove each 
man's work of what sort it is.  (14)  If any man's work shall abide which he built thereon, he shall receive a 
reward.  (15)  If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so 
as through fire. 
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Step back for a second. God is The Holy, High and lofty One. Source of all love 
and goodness and joy and wonder. What does the life of one who is the TEMPLE 
OF GOD “look like”? How is it different to the lives of those who are corrupted by 
deceitful desires, headed for destruction by the lusts of the flesh?   
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How do I live out my faith in this aspect of my identity IN CHRIST in the market 
place? How do I minister this aspect of Christ’s identity to other people in the market 
place? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When is it particularly HARD for you to manifest this reality in your life? What kind 
of circumstances and events trigger non-faith responses?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the lies that cause that behavior?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the truth?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
How will you respond differently in future?  
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2.6 The bride of Christ 
 
We are His Bride 
Eph 5:25-27  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself up for 
it;  (26)  that he might sanctify it, having cleansed it by the washing of water with the word,  (27)  that he 
might present the church to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish. 
 
Our time on this earth is to prepare ourselves for the wedding ceremony by acts of righteousness 
Rev 19:7-8  Let us rejoice and be exceeding glad, and let us give the glory unto him: for the marriage of 
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.  (8)  And it was given unto her that she should 
array herself in fine linen, bright and pure: for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 
 
Php 2:12-13  So then, my beloved, even as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;  (13)  for it is God who 
worketh in you both to will and to work, for his good pleasure. 
 
Heb 10:24-25  And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,  (25)  not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see the Day drawing near. 
 
As His Bride, we are made to reflect the glory of God in this world 
1Co 11:3-7  But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife is 
her husband, and the head of Christ is God... (7)  For a man ought not to cover his head, since he is the 
image and glory of God, but woman is the glory of man. 
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Step back for a second. Jesus Christ is the Eternal King, the one who’s love burns 
with an unquenchable fire. His love is an infinite passion. How does the life of one who 
is the central object of the love and passion of the King of the universe look like?  
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 How do I live out my faith in this aspect of my identity IN CHRIST in the market 

place? How do I minister this aspect of Christ’s identity to other people in the market 
place? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When is it particularly HARD for you to manifest this reality in your life? What kind 
of circumstances and events trigger non-faith responses?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the lies that cause that behavior?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the truth?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
How will you respond differently in future?  
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2.7 The army of God 
We are His army 
Eph 6:11-13  Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the 
devil.  (12)  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places.  (13)  Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand firm. 
 
We were made to do battle 
2Co 10:3-6  For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.  (4)  For the 
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds.  (5)  We 
destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought 
captive to obey Christ,  (6)  being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is 
complete. 
 
We were made to manifest in present reality the historical fact of Christ’s victory 
Psa 24:8-10  Who is this King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle!  
(9)  Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.  
(10)  Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory! Selah 
 
2 Cor2:14 Now thanks be to God who ALWAYS LEADS US TO TRIUMPH IN 
CHRIST, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 
 
ROMANS 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of Life, IN CHRIST JESUS hath made me free from 
the law of sin and death. 
 
I JOHN 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in 
you than he that is in the world. 
 
ROMANS 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors THROUGH HIM that 
loved us. 
 
PHILIPPIANS 4:13 I can do all things THROUGH CHRIST which strengtheneth me. 
 
EPHESIANS 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places IN CHRIST. 
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Step back for a second. The whole world is under the power of the devil. But Christ 
has defeated him forever, in the lives of the believer. What does the life of one who has 
been transferred from the dominion of darkness to the Kingdom of the Son of God 
look like? How is it different to the lives of those still under the rule of the evil one?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jas 1:22  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves 
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How do I live out my faith in this aspect of my identity IN CHRIST in the market 
place? How do I minister this aspect of Christ’s identity to other people in the market 
place? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When is it particularly HARD for you to manifest this reality in your life? What kind 
of circumstances and events trigger non-faith responses?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the lies that cause that behavior?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the truth?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
How will you respond differently in future?  
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2.8 Servants of God in bringing in the Harvest 
We are His servants  
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers 
for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to them he said, 
‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. Going out again about 
the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found 
others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because 
no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ And when evening came, the 
owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with 
the last, up to the first.’ And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a 
denarius. Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also 
received a denarius. And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and 
the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree 
with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to 
you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my 
generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the first last.” (Mt 20:1–16)   
 
 
We were made to labour for His profit – that is the reconciliation of the world to God in Christ 

2 Co 5:18– 6:1   - All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God… Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God 
in vain. (2 Co 6:1)  
 

Mt 13:23 - As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. 
He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”  
 
Col 1:28–29 - Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may 
present everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, striving with all His energy that he powerfully works 
within me.  
 
Mt 9:37–38 - Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore 
pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”  
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Step back for a second. Father’s most precious possession is His redeemed people. 
Profit to Father is the redemption of His people. If we are His servants laboring for 
His profit, what should be our motives and pursuits as His servants?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jas 1:22  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves 
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How do I live out my faith in this aspect of my identity IN CHRIST in the world? 
How do I minister this aspect of Christ’s identity to other people in the world? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When is it particularly HARD for you to manifest this reality in your life? What kind 
of circumstances and events trigger non-faith responses?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the lies that cause that behavior?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the truth?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
How will you respond differently in future?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


